Final Document of the General Meeting on
Cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization of the Islamic Conference

Geneva, 8-10 July 2008

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 61/49 of 4 December, the General
Meeting on Cooperation between the Secretariats of the United Nations (UN) and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and their specialized organizations took
place in Geneva from 8-10 July 2008. The agenda, programme of work, and the list of
participants are attached as Annexes I, II, and III.

Participation

The meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Under-Secretary-
General and Director General of the United Nations Office in Geneva (UNOG) and
H.E. Ambassador Ali Akbar Salehi, OIC Assistant Secretary-General for Science and
Technology.

The United Nations System

Department of Political Affairs (DPA), Department of Peacekeeping Operations
(DPKO), United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA), United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), World Food Programme (WFP), Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR), United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East (UNRWA), International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), United Nations Human Settlement
Programme (UN-HABITAT), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), World Bank, World Health Organization (WHO), United
Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction (UN/ISDR), Alliance of Civilizations, Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria, International Telecommunications Union (ITU), World
Meteorological Organization (WMO), United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD).

Organization of the Islamic Conference

General Secretariat of the OIC, the OIC Permanent Observer Mission in Geneva,
Research Centre for Islamic History, Art and Culture (IRCICA), Islamic Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), Islamic Centre for the Development of
Trade (ICDT), Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Islamic Solidarity Fund (ISF), Islamic
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI), Statistical, Economic and Social Research
and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC), Islamic University of Technology



(IUT), Islamic Committee of International Crescent (ICIC), Islamic Conference Youth
Forum for Dialogue and Cooperation (ICYF-DC).

Opening Session

Mr. Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Under-Secretary-General and Director General of
UNOG, and H.E. Ambassador Ali Akbar Salehi, OIC Assistant Secretary-General for
Science and Technology addressed the meeting on behalf of the UN Secretary-General
and OIC Secretary-General respectively. The texts are attached as Annexes IV and V.
The representatives of OCHA, ISESCO, ICIC, UNEP, ISDR, ICDT, UNRWA, ICYF,
UNESCO, OHCHR, OIC-Humanitarian Department, WTO, ISF, World Bank, IRCICA,
Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, Alliance of Civilizations and ITU
made statements.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The meeting expressed satisfaction over the development of relations between the
UN and OIC systems of institutions and contacts between the Secretaries-General of the
UN and OIC. It stated that the regular meetings between the Secretaries-General
constitute a political umbrella for the cooperation and provide guidance for the continued
collaboration and the implementation of joint projects. In this context the OIC General
Secretariat proposed that the two Secretaries-General have political consultations at least
twice a year in Jeddah and/or New York.

Both Organizations strive to enhance practical cooperation and build on their
comparative advantages in different fields. DPA and the OIC General Secretariat agreed
to continue developing contacts between them at all levels with a view to strengthening
their partnership in peace-building, conflict prevention and fighting terrorism.

The OIC appreciated the holding of consultations on issues of mutual concern. It
called for enlarging the scope and frequency of these consultations, including during
General Assembly sessions in New York. DPA and the OIC General Secretariat agreed
to share information on issues of mutual concern and exchange mission reports and
correspondence by e-mail.

The meeting took note with appreciation of the Follow-up Report on Cooperation
between the OIC and the UN presented by the OIC General Secretariat. It also noted the
new projects agreed upon between the institutions of the two organizations during the
meeting. These agreements are outlined in the body of the report and Annexes A and B.

The meeting agreed to improve coordination and the follow-up mechanism by
building institutional linkages between the two Secretariats. To that end it has been
decided to: (a) identify Focal Points within the two Secretariats to follow-up on the
decisions of the joint meetings and help organize the meetings recommended by the UN
General Assembly; (b) exchange lists of officials at the senior and/or working level, who
work on conflicts such as Iraq, Somalia, Sudan, and issues such as refugees, conflict
prevention, trade, energy, water and food, etc. and (c) look into the possibility of
organizing desk-to-desk consultations, briefings on joint activities and consider options
for future joint action in the field.



OHCHR, UNESCO, UNEP and WFP noted with appreciation their excellent
cooperation with ISESCO and stressed the quality of their joint activities. They
expressed their readiness to enhance cooperation and coordination with ISESCO in the
light of their Action Plans and priorities of OIC Member States.

DPA informed the OIC General Secretariat of its proposals to strengthen the
Department, including its regional divisions. It is understood that this would improve
DPA’s capacity and ability to liaise with the OIC General Secretariat and its Member
States, assist in the continuing expansion of bilateral relations and follow-up on the
recommendations of the general and sectoral meetings. The OIC General Secretariat
would work with its Member States with a view to assuring their support for the
proposals to strengthen DPA to be considered by the General Assembly at its 63" session
in the autumn of 2008.

The participants expressed their appreciation to UNOG for hosting the 2008
general meeting and providing excellent support and conference facilities.

The meeting took note with appreciation of IRCICA’s proposal made on behalf of
the OIC to host the 2010 UN-OIC general cooperation meeting in Istanbul.

COOPERATION IN THE MAINTENANCE OF INTERNATIONAL
PEACE AND SECURITY

Conflict prevention, peace-building and training

The OIC acknowledged that the UN plays a pivotal role in conflict prevention,
peace-keeping and peace-building. The UN recognized the OIC’s increased overall
potential as represented in its new vision and Charter. The OIC remains an important
partner of the UN in peace and security and in fostering a culture of peace at the global
level.

The OIC called for and strongly supported maintaining security and safety of UN
personnel, operations and installations all over the world. The meeting condemned the
brutal killing of the Acting Head of UNDP office in Mogadishu, Mr. Osman Ali Ahmed,
on 6 July 2008 and the attack on the UNAMID convoy in Darfur on 9 July 2008. It
stressed that attacks against UN officers and personnel constitute a serious threat to
efforts of the international community aimed at preserving peace and international
security.

The UN briefed the OIC on the availability and details of seminars and other
training opportunities in the areas of conflict prevention, negotiations, mediation and
elections organised by and for the UN. The list of the courses that could be attended by
OIC representatives was handed over to the OIC. The UN stated that it was prepared to
assist the OIC in becoming a participant in these courses. After considering the available
options the OIC would submit requests to the UN.

The OIC General Secretariat expressed its gratitude to DPA and UNITAR for
enabling, in accordance with the decisions of the OIC-UN general cooperation meeting in



Rabat. An OIC officer has attended the UNITAR Preventative Diplomacy Programme in
2008. DPA looks forward to facilitating similar training for OIC staff in 2009-2010.

DPA and the OIC General Secretariat agreed to explore ways and means to help
build up the capacity of the DPA Mediation Support Unit and OIC General Secretariat in
preventative diplomacy and mediation. They particularly discussed the possibility of
organizing jointly with the Center for Humanitarian Dialogue a workshop of UN and OIC
staff on mediation and peace-making. The UN took note of the recently adopted OIC
Charter which expanded Organization’s mandates.

The meeting agreed that human rights should be a central tenet of any conflict
prevention effort.

OIC and OHCHR are willing to explore ways of introducing elements of Islamic
legal and cultural traditions in mediation and transitional justice processes. Further
consultations will take place to organize expert meetings and training seminars.

Maintenance of International Peace and Security

Representatives of the UN and the OIC had a fruitful exchange of views on the
developments in the Middle East and Palestine, Iraq, Sudan (CPA and Darfur), Chad,
Afghanistan and Somalia. They reviewed the activities of the two Organizations in the
areas of conflict prevention and resolution, peace-making, peace-building, combating
terrorism, promotion of human rights, disarmament and dialogue among civilizations.

Middle East and Palestine

The meeting stated that the United Nations and the OIC share a common goal of
promoting and facilitating the Middle East peace process. The objective is to achieve a
just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East in accordance with relevant UN
Security Council resolutions, in particular 242, 338, 1397, 1515, the “Arab Peace
Initiative”, the “Road Map” and the commitments of the Annapolis Conference. The
meeting welcomed current efforts by all sides to prevent acts of violence, and stressed the
importance of stopping all settlement activities including the construction of new
settlements or the expansion of existing ones. The meeting evaluated the humanitarian
situation in Gaza and the OIC assistance to alleviate the suffering of its population.

The meeting was of the opinion that rifts among Palestinians represent a serious
impediment to the successful continuation of the peace process. Fledgling institutions
and civil society have unraveled because of intra-Palestinian division. OIC and OHCHR
could cooperate in supporting institutions and NGOs. The OIC stands ready to work with
OHCHR in supporting the Palestinian National Human Rights Commission.

ISESCO presented a review of the main programmes being implemented in
Palestine and Al Quds, namely the support to educational, scientific and cultural
institutions and the preservation of the holy and historical sites in Al Quds. These
programmes include conferences, symposia, technical and financial assistance.

The meeting took note of the following projects being carried out by IRCICA:
“Islamic Architectural Heritage Data Base” and the programme of architectural studies



and workshops entitled “Jerusalem 2025 in Architectural Heritage of Al-Quds and
Palestine.

Iraq

The meeting reaffirmed the need to respect the independence, territorial integrity,
sovereignty and unity of Iraq. It recognized that the UN and OIC are well positioned to
facilitate the positive and productive engagement of regional players in order to advance
the process of national reconciliation in Iraq. It was found important that the UN and the
OIC promote the comparative advantages of both Organizations in order to coordinate
their actions with regard to Iraq. The meeting recommended that UNAMI and the OIC
Office in Baghdad should intensify their relations and contacts. The OIC confirmed its
interest to follow-up on its role outlined in the Mecca Declaration on Iraq following the
opening of the OIC Office in Baghdad. The UN and OIC reaffirmed the importance of
international support for the Compact on Iraq.

The meeting noted with concern that the prevailing security and other conditions
in the country do not permit the massive return of refugees to the country and called on
the Iraqi Government and other concerned stakeholders to do more to ensure that
conditions become conducive to voluntary repatriation.

The meeting welcomed UNHCR’s decision to restore its strong presence
(including international staff) inside Iraq and called on other humanitarian agencies to do
the same. The meeting commended the hospitality extended to Iraqi refugees by OIC
Member States, notably Syria and Jordan. However, it noted with concern the
deteriorating humanitarian situation of these refugees and agreed on the need to increase
support both to the refugees and their host communities by OIC Member states.

The OIC requested UNHCR to provide it with updates on the number of Iraqi
refugees in the neighboring countries and their financial needs so that the OIC Secretary-
General could launch an appeal to support those refugees and their host communities.
The meeting believed that the UN and OIC can work together with neighboring countries
to help bolster the effectiveness of the regional working groups on energy, security and
refugees.

The OIC stands ready to work with the UNAMI human rights component in
supporting the planned establishment of an Iraqi National Human Rights institution.

The meeting called on UNESCO, ISESCO and IRCICA to contribute to the
preservation of the historical heritage of Iraq in accordance with relevant decisions of the
Expanded Meetings of the Neighboring Countries of Iraq and P-5 held in Sharm Al
Sheikh, Istanbul and Kuwait.

ISESCO briefed the meeting on its major projects for Iraq focusing mainly on
rehabilitation of education infrastructure, especially in higher education, development of
human resources in the fields of science and technology, preservation and restoration of
historical monuments, recovery of the lost and displaced museum properties.



Sudan

The UN and the OIC welcomed the Abyei Agreement signed in June 2008
between the National Congress Party (NCP) and the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement (SPLM) as one of the important keys to peace in Sudan. The two
Organizations agreed to strengthen their means of cooperation in order to further regional
and international support for the implementation of all provisions of the CPA. They
welcomed the pledges declared at the Oslo Conference held in May 2008, and urged the
international community to fulfill its commitments.

With regard to the CPA process, the meeting noted that the OIC would look at
ways in which it could enhance regional and international support for the implementation
of the CPA, ahead of the 2009 elections and 2011 referenda.

The meeting agreed that the dire social-economic, humanitarian and human rights
situation in Darfur must be alleviated through the implementation of the different
agreements signed between the Government of National Unity and the UN, as well as the
provisions of the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA).

The meeting recognized that the deployment of UNAMID offers some areas
where information-sharing, coordination and collaboration between the UN and the OIC
could be usefully expanded. It was suggested that the representatives of the two
Organizations hold regular meetings, in order to adopt common policies, practices and
information-sharing procedures, as well as to assess specific areas of possible
collaboration, coordination or complementation of action in Darfur.

The UN was of the opinion that OIC involvement would be useful in improving
the situation in Darfur and support to Sudan /Chad mediation. The meeting expressed
appreciation to the OIC for the important initiative it had taken in facilitating dialogue
between Chad and Sudan which is imperative in resolving the ongoing conflict in Darfur.
It urged the OIC to continue its good offices.

Afghanistan

The OIC commended the UN efforts in assisting the government of Afghanistan.
It was recognised that the SRSG and UNAMA staff are working on several fronts with
the strengthening of the coordination of international efforts in Afghanistan being a key
priority. The SRSG is working closely with relevant stakeholders to strengthen the Joint
Coordination Monitoring Board (JCMB) in support of the International Compact for
Afghanistan.

The OIC General Secretariat briefed the meeting on the activities of its
specialized institutions such as IDB, ISF and ISESCO as well as its plan to convene a
conference of OIC institutions aimed at working out a comprehensive programme of
assistance to Afghanistan. The OIC has established a Special US$16 million Fund to
assist the Afghan people in the fields of education, health and water. The Fund is based in
Kabul.



The meeting noted that reconstruction and reconciliation in Afghanistan should be
based on the rule of law and equality among Afghans regardless of gender, religious or
social affiliation. Transitional justice and protection of fundamental freedoms, including
freedom of expression, are key to building a viable peace. Addressing the current food
crisis should take priority, as it threatens all other achievements.

ISESCO briefed the meeting on the programmes in Afghanistan being
implemented in coordination and consultation with Afghan authorities, as the major
outcome of the visit made to Afghanistan by the ISESCO Director General in 2007.
These programmes comprise support to the education sector, namely the elaboration of
curricula and teachers’ training and infrastructure building. They also include restoration
of the historical monuments and museum management and scientific technical assistance.

Somalia

The meeting recognized that the OIC has been playing a key role in the Somali
peace process. In recent years the OIC has confirmed its commitment to peace in Somalia
through high level participation at both the Khartoum talks in 2006 and the recent
Djibouti talks.

The OIC reiterated its support for the UN efforts in Somalia with a view to
promoting peace there. It expressed its preparedness to use all means to promote peace-
building in Somalia. It is interested in having consultations with the SRSG and hosting a
workshop with the UN in Jeddah on peace and reconciliation efforts in Somalia and post-
conflict peace-building there. The OIC noted that it is already mobilizing its Member
States to contribute to the International Stabilization Force and provide the necessary
material support to cover the expense of the implementation of the Djibouti Agreement.
The UN and OIC expressed hope that the Agreement would be soon formally signed by
the parties concerned.

The meeting noted that post-conflict justice will have to address past large-scale
human rights violations as well as those that occurred during the conflict. It was of the
view that human rights issues need to be incorporated in all stages of the peace process.

Refugees

The meeting took note of the need to revise and update the Cooperation
Agreement signed between the OIC and UNHCR with a view to responding to new
developments and challenges, including mixed migration movements and UNHCR’s 10
Point Plan of Action. Pending the signing of a new Agreement, the current one will
remain in force.

The meeting stressed the need to increase the exchange of information between.
OIC and UNHCR on the situation of refugees in OIC member States, inter alia, through
the establishment of joint networking systems. It recognized the need to enhance joint
projects for Somali refugees in Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda, Djibouti and Yemen.

The meeting stressed the need to ensure that the Ministerial Conference on
Refugees in the OIC member States takes place in the first quarter of 2009.

The meeting noted the negative impact of mixed migration movements on OIC
Member States. It called on all concerned stakeholders, including OIC members and


































































