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International Conference

Terrorism: Dimensions, Threats and Countermeasures
(Tunis, 15-17 November 2007)

Concluding observations of the Chair

The International Conference on "Terrorism: Dimensions, Threats and

Countermeasures" took place in Tunis from 15-17 November 2007 under the high

patronage ofR-E. Mr. Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, President of the Tunisian Republic. The
conference was jointly organized by the Department of Political Affairs of the United
Nations, the Islamic, Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) and the

Organization 6fthe Islamic Conference (OIC). In his opening address, UN Secretary­
General Ban Ki-Moon noted that the conference aimed at implementing the Global
Counter~ Terrorism Strategy unanimously adopted by the UN Genera,l Assembly in

September2006 (AJRES/60/288).

The vision and concrete proposals contained in the opening statement by H.E. Mr.
Zine E1 Abidine Ben Ali, President of the Tunisian Republic as well as forward looking
statements by RE. Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, RE.
Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the Organiza~ion of the Islamic Conference
and RE. Mr. Abdulaziz Altwaijri, Director General of the Islamic mid Educational­
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) constitute an important substantive

platform' ofthe Conference.

-_The prevailing view of the participants ofthe conference was that terrorism and
extremism constitute a threat to the peace, security and stability of all countries and

peoples. Terrorism hasno justification no matter what pretext terrorists may use for their ­
deeds. It was underlined that terrorism should be understood in its own political,

religious, historical and cultural context. Societies exper~ence terrorism differently and its
motives are diverse. However, every country faces an urgent need to prevent and
suppress terrorist crimes as well as in addressing their nptional-specific conditions that
are conducive to the spread of terrorism.

President Ben Ali underscored the urgent need to address the spread of terrori~m

from a global perspective especially since "terrorism has become a transcontinental
scourge that unsettles international relations and threatens security and stability in the
world". Terrorists may exploit vulnerabilities and grievances which help to breed
extremism locally, and connect quickly with others at the international level. Keeping in
mind that the most efficient remedy to the PfQblem of terrorism was cooperative

prevention, the conference aimed to: (a) identify "vulnerable" areas exploited by
terrorists in the social, economic, cultural and educational spheres, (b) recommend

appropriate solutions and (c) dispel misapprehensions about Islam.

Within the fnimework of the ab6ve objectives, the Conference focused on five

key themes: Conditions conducive to terrorism; Challenging stereotypes and promoting
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inter-faith dialogue; Education for preventing terrorism; Dialogue among cultures and
civilizations and their role in countering terrorism; and Role of international and

specialized arganizatians in countering terrarism. As deliberations proceeded, it was
made clear that exclusive reliance on enforcement solutions .only could not address the
variaus menaces ofterrorism. Indeed, the need ta formulate a comprehensive, collective
and inter-governmental approach to combating terrorism highlighted the urgency far
collaborative efforts aimed at addressing conditians conducive to terrarism. As Prof.
Ekmeleddin Ihsangalu, Ole Secretary General nated, there is a growing need to be mare
cancerned with tackling "defamatory campaigns that seek ta incite a particular
civilizatian against anather, thereby inflaming vialence; hatred and extremism, and
ultimately leading to terrarism" .

. Furthermore, the participants believed that terrarism flaurishes in enviranments
.of discantent, exclusian, humiliation, paverty,political appressian, and human rights
abuse as well as in the environment of regional canflicts. It profits from weak State

capacity to maintain law and .order. These vulnerable areas are explaited by terrorists to
mabiliz~ recruits and justify violence. None .of the religions are a cause afpolitical
radicalism and extremism; Religious doctrine may be 'tools ofmobilizatian' rather than'
a direct cause. Islam does nat cause terrorism, nar does any other religion with which

terrarist acts have been associated. Methods afterrorism, as underlined by many
. participants are employed by many different groups in many parts of the warld in pursuit

afvanous .objectives which have nathing to do with the true image afIslam or any ather
religion. Participants suggested that the real motives which provide fertile environment
for terrorism should be addressed by finding local solutions, including at grass roats
l~ve1.

.The vacuum in the lives of many young peaple caused by poverty as well as .
social and political exclusian can readily be filled by extreme idealagies associated with
political violence and terrorism. The pressing need to explore the psychological and
behavioural context to this, and how to develop and encourage alternative responses by
vuln'erable young peaple to the prablemsthey face was emphasized

/." The Conference recagnized that internatianal terrarism has dented the reputatian
of Muslims, despite the fact that many countries of the Muslim world are themselves .
victims .of terrorism. The last few years have witnessed the grawing phenamenon .of

Islamaphobia, which has hindered proper understanding ofIslam and Muslims.
Islamophobia is gaining ground in the farm of mispercepti'ons and disinformation
regarding Islam and intolerance and discrimination against Muslims. As reiterated by the
OlC, the international community must counter campaigns of calumny against Islam and
Muslims to prevent the spread ofIslamophobia which attempts to cause a rift between
civilizations, a situation that has become a new form of racial discrimination.

The emergence of misguided grouPf. that have deviated from the straight path to
fanaticism, violence and extreinism, attributing their acts to Islam, in no way justifies'
assaciating this phenomenon with the Islamic faith. True Islam is the religion of
maderation and avoidance of excess, founded on the values of equality, justice, peace and,




