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By ANDREW E. KRAMER

MOSCOW — Russia and
Ukraine signed an agreement on
Monday to resolve their dispute
over the price of natural gas and
the terms of its transit across
Ukraine to Europe, and said they
would quickly resume shipments
of fuel to freezing homes and
idled factories.

After previous agreements col-
lapsed, officials in Europe had
been cautious about the deal ne-
gotiated over the weekend be-
tween the countries’ prime min-
isters, Vladimir V. Putin of Russia
and Yulia V. Tymoshenko of
Ukraine, which was made formal
in a ceremony here on Monday. 

In a hopeful sign, however, Mr.
Putin said that Gazprom, the
Russian gas monopoly, had been
ordered to turn the gas back on,
for Ukraine’s internal market and
for re-export. “I hope transit sup-
plies in the European direction
will be fully resumed in the near-
est future,” he said. 

Ukrainian officials have said
that once shipments to the bor-
der resumed, restoring pressure
in the pipelines for export else-
where in Europe would require
about 36 hours. 

As it played out over three cold
weeks, the gas shutoff left hun-
dreds of thousands of homes in
southeastern Europe without
heat and shuttered hundreds of

factories. 
Slovakia, alarming its neigh-

bors, had proposed restarting an
obsolete nuclear reactor to make
up for the gas shortfalls. 

Yet tensions remain between
Russia and Ukraine. On Monday,
Russia’s president, Dmitri A.
Medvedev, signed an order im-
posing sanctions on countries

that sold weaponry to Georgia,
the former Soviet republic that
Russia fought in August. 

The sanctions would halt mil-
itary and technical cooperation
with such countries. Ukraine has
sold weaponry to Georgia and
could be harmed by the measure,
since its military industry is
closely entwined with Russia’s as
a legacy of the Soviet Union. 

But in a sign of some softening
of disagreement, at least over the
gas business, the two prime min-
isters complimented each other
graciously after the signing — a
rarity in their relations. 

“I would like to thank the
Ukrainian prime minister, Yulia

Vladimirovna Tymoshenko,” Mr.
Putin said. “Faced with one of the
hardest situations, she took re-
sponsibility for making these im-
portant decisions.”

Ms. Tymoshenko said, “I am
very much obliged to Vladimir
Vladimirovich and his team for
finding the opportunity to grant
special terms for Ukraine.” 

The contracts will be valid for
10 years but adjusted to current
market prices. 

The contract provides that the
price of Russian natural gas in
Ukraine will be pegged to prices
in Europe, which are linked to in-
ternational oil prices, but with a
20 percent discount in 2009. The
discount will be eliminated next
year. 

Under that formula, Ukraine
could be expected to pay $208 to
$240 for 1,000 cubic meters of nat-
ural gas. It paid $179.50 last year. 

Russia had initially asked for
$250 but raised that to $450 in the
midst of the shutoff. 

Ukraine, meanwhile, accepted
a transit fee that is about half the
average rate in Europe, but with
the understanding that it will be
raised next year. 

Russia halted shipments of gas
to Ukraine on Jan. 1 and then, ac-
cusing Ukraine of siphoning gas
intended for export, halted ship-
ments intended for export on Jan.
6. 
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Prime Ministers Yulia V. Tymoshenko of Ukraine and Vladimir V. Putin of Russia exchanged
cordial remarks in Moscow on Monday as they signed a deal on shipments of natural gas.

Russia and Ukraine Sign Agreement on Gas

A 10-year deal to
resolve a dispute that
had Europe shivering.

THE AMERICAS

Ruling Faults U.S. Execution of Mexican
The International Court of Justice in The Hague
ruled Monday that the United States violated an ear-
lier ruling when Texas executed a Mexican man in
August for the rape and murder of two teenage girls.
In 2004, the court ordered the United States to re-
view the cases of 51 Mexicans on death row who had
not been informed of their right to speak with con-
sular officials. The Bush administration had urged
states to comply with the tribunal’s decision, but
Texas judges allowed the lethal injection to proceed.
The new ruling ordered the United States to review
the cases of the remaining Mexicans facing the
death penalty. MARC LACEY

MIDDLE EAST

Iran: 2 Prisoners Are AIDS Doctors
Four Iranians imprisoned on charges of trying to
overthrow the government with the backing of the
C.I.A. include two prominent AIDS doctors, an Irani-
an intelligence official said Monday. The govern-
ment reported their convictions on Saturday but had
not identified the men, nor reported when they had
been arrested or tried. But the semiofficial Fars
news agency quoted the unidentified official as say-
ing that two of the prisoners were “doctors named
Arash and Kamiar Alaei.” The two men, brothers,
founded Iran’s first H.I.V. prevention program and
have been jailed since June. NAZILA FATHI

EUROPE

Greece: Kidnappers Free Businessman
Kidnappers freed an elderly Greek shipping mag-
nate early Tuesday morning, eight days after ab-
ducting him at gunpoint from a seaside suburb of
Athens, the police said. The shipping executive, Per-
icles Panagopoulos, 74, was spotted in a parking lot
on a main highway in an industrial area outside Ath-
ens, the police said. His wife, Katerina, told the Alter
television network that he was unharmed. (AP)

ASIA

Pakistan: School Attacks Tied to Taliban
Five schools in Pakistan’s Swat Valley were bombed
Monday in what the authorities believe was part of a
Taliban campaign against the education of girls. Mil-
itants, who have blown up or burned down more
than 170 schools in northwestern Pakistan, had or-
dered all girls’ schools in the area closed by Jan. 15.
The attacks occurred hours after the government
vowed to reopen all schools in the area by the end of
the school holidays in March. Schools in the valley
are closed for the winter vacation. (AP)

South Korea: Economic Aides Replaced
President Lee Myung-bak replaced his top economic
aides on Monday in an effort to restore public trust
in his government’s handling of the economy during

the global financial crisis. He appointed Yoon Jeung-
hyun, a former financial regulator, to lead the Min-
istry of Strategy and Finance. He also replaced the
chief of the main financial regulatory agency and his
top economic aide. The shake-up did not signal a ma-
jor shift in economic policy, market analysts said.
Rather, it was aimed at giving Mr. Lee’s economic
team a new face in the hope of regaining public con-
fidence. CHOE SANG-HUN

Cambodia: Khmer Rouge Trials to Start
A United Nations-backed tribunal
announced that it would open the
first hearing on Feb. 17 in the
long-delayed trials of five former
leaders of the Khmer Rouge,
which caused the deaths of 1.7
million Cambodians from 1975 to
1979. The first defendant will be
Kaing Guek Eav, 65, left, known
as Duch, who commanded the

Tuol Sleng torture house, where at least 14,000 peo-
ple were killed or sent to a killing field for execution.
He is charged with an array of crimes, including
murder, torture, rape and political persecution.
Cases are still being prepared against the other four
defendants, all in custody. Thirty years after the
Khmer Rouge were ousted in a Vietnamese inva-
sion, no Khmer Rouge leader has ever been brought
to a court to face judgment. SETH MYDANS

Afghanistan: Car Bomb Kills Teenager
A car bomb detonated outside a military base in the
eastern town of Khost on Monday, killing a teenager
and wounding at least 16 other civilians, military and
police officials said. The NATO-led force said it treat-
ed 12 wounded people, including five children, a
woman and an Afghan guard. SANGAR RAHIMI

AFRICA

Sudan: Peacekeeping Force to Grow
A joint peacekeeping mission for the Darfur region
in western Sudan will expand to its full strength of
26,000 soldiers and police officers by June, a top Afri-
can Union official said Monday. The official, Ram-
tane Lamamra, said the increase would nearly dou-
ble the mission’s present strength. But United Na-
tions officials said that in addition to adequate troop
numbers, the mission desperately needed logistical
help and a peace agreement. “There is no peace for
us to keep,” said Noureddine al-Mezni, a United Na-
tions spokesman. (AP)

Zimbabwe: No Progress in Negotiations
Zimbabwe’s president and opposition factions wran-
gled over a power-sharing agreement on Monday,
but made no progress, despite the presence of south-
ern African leaders who pressed for a resolution to
the stalemate, which has lasted months. After over
12 hours of talk ended in deadlock, the group decided
to continue negotiations at a summit meeting of the
Southern African Development Community to be
held next week, Tomaz Salomao, executive secre-
tary of the regional bloc, told reporters. (AP)
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